
Application 
So what would it look like for us to quit stiff arming God? What would it look 

like for us to invite Jesus into our mess instead of trying to keep our mess 

from Him? Can we muster enough courage to not be afraid of engaging in a 

personal relationship with Jesus?  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer 
 

Write out a prayer to God in response to what God has been showing you 

through this passage of Scripture? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tweetable Tweet 

“In Jesus there is radical security, which 

frees us to live without fear or anxiety.”  

#NoFearWithJesus 

#TRENDING in the Gospels 
November 26, 2017 #NoFearWithJesus Part 14 

Passage Study Guide 
This week we will be studying the story of Jesus casting out demons as record-
ed in the synoptic Gospels. We have included the pertinent Scripture passages 
for you to read and study. We have also provided a series of exercises and 
follow-up questions for you to consider as you study this week. 
  

Study Exercises 
1. What’s the Same? 
Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look for 
what’s the same in each of the Gospel accounts. When you identify something 
that is found in all of the accounts underline them. 
 
 

2. What’s Different? 
Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look for 
what’s different in each of the Gospel accounts. When you identify something 
that is different go ahead and underline them in a different color. 
 
 

3. What’s Unique? 
Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look for 
what’s unique to each of the Gospel accounts (if applicable). When you identi-
fy something that is unique go ahead and highlight them. 
 
 

4. What concepts or Ideas are discussed? 
Make a list of the concepts or ideas that are discussed by the Gospel writers 
in regards to this passage. 
 
 

5. Context  
What is the larger context of the passages of Scripture listed below? In other 
words, what are the events that surround this story in each of the Gospels? 
How does the context help us better understand the current passage?  
 
 

6. What is the message?  
Why do you suppose each of the authors included this story in their Gospel 
account? What principals can we glean from this passage of Scripture? 



Matthew 8:28-34 
28 When Jesus arrived on the other side 
of the lake, in the region of the Gada-
renes, two men who were possessed by 
demons met him. They came out of the 
tombs and were so violent that no one 
could go through that area. 
 

29 They began screaming at him, “Why 
are you interfering with us, Son of God? 
Have you come here to torture us be-
fore God’s appointed time?” 
 

30 There happened to be a large herd of 
pigs feeding in the distance. 31 So the 
demons begged, “If you cast us out, 
send us into that herd of pigs.” 
 

32 “All right, go!” Jesus commanded 
them. So the demons came out of the 
men and entered the pigs, and the 
whole herd plunged down the steep 
hillside into the lake and drowned in 
the water. 
 

33 The herdsmen fled to the nearby 
town, telling everyone what happened 
to the demon-possessed men. 34 Then 
the entire town came out to meet Je-
sus, but they begged him to go away 
and leave them alone.  

 

Mark 5:1-20 
1 So they arrived at the other side of the 
lake, in the region of the Gerasenes. 2 

When Jesus climbed out of the boat, a 
man possessed by an evil spirit came 
out from the tombs to meet him. 3 This 
man lived in the burial caves and could 
no longer be restrained, even with a 
chain. 4 Whenever he was put into 
chains and shackles—as he often was—
he snapped the chains from his wrists 
and smashed the shackles. No one was 
strong enough to subdue him. 5 Day and 
night he wandered among the burial 
caves and in the hills, howling and 
cutting himself with sharp stones. 

6 When Jesus was still some distance 
away, the man saw him, ran to meet 
him, and bowed low before him. 7 With 
a shriek, he screamed, “Why are you 
interfering with me, Jesus, Son of the 
Most High God? In the name of God, I 
beg you, don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus 
had already said to the spirit, “Come 
out of the man, you evil spirit.” 
 

9 Then Jesus demanded, “What is your 
name?” 
 

And he replied, “My name is Legion, 
because there are many of us inside 
this man.” 10 Then the evil spirits 
begged him again and again not to send 
them to some distant place. 
 

11 There happened to be a large herd of 
pigs feeding on the hillside nearby. 12 

“Send us into those pigs,” the spirits 
begged. “Let us enter them.” 
 

13 So Jesus gave them permission. The 
evil spirits came out of the man and 
entered the pigs, and the entire herd of 
about 2,000 pigs plunged down the 
steep hillside into the lake and drowned 
in the water. 
 

14 The herdsmen fled to the nearby 
town and the surrounding countryside, 
spreading the news as they ran. People 
rushed out to see what had happened. 
15 A crowd soon gathered around Jesus, 
and they saw the man who had been 
possessed by the legion of demons. He 
was sitting there fully clothed and per-
fectly sane, and they were all afraid. 16 

Then those who had seen what hap-
pened told the others about the demon
-possessed man and the pigs. 17 And the 
crowd began pleading with Jesus to go 
away and leave them alone. 
 

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, 
the man who had been demon pos-
sessed begged to go with him. 19 But 

Jesus Heals Demon Possessed Man Jesus said, “No, go home to your family, 
and tell them everything the Lord has 
done for you and how merciful he has 
been.” 20 So the man started off to visit 
the Ten Towns of that region and began 
to proclaim the great things Jesus had 
done for him; and everyone was 
amazed at what he told them.  
 

Luke 8:26-39 
26 So they arrived in the region of the 
Gerasenes, across the lake from Galilee. 
27 As Jesus was climbing out of the boat, 
a man who was possessed by demons 
came out to meet him. For a long time 
he had been homeless and naked, living 
in the tombs outside the town. 
 
28 As soon as he saw Jesus, he shrieked 
and fell down in front of him. Then he 
screamed, “Why are you interfering 
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? Please, I beg you, don’t torture 
me!” 29 For Jesus had already com-
manded the evil spirit to come out of 
him. This spirit had often taken control 
of the man. Even when he was placed 
under guard and put in chains and 
shackles, he simply broke them and 
rushed out into the wilderness, com-
pletely under the demon’s power. 
 
30 Jesus demanded, “What is your 
name?” 
 
“Legion,” he replied, for he was filled 
with many demons. 31 The demons kept 
begging Jesus not to send them into the 
bottomless pit. 
 
32 There happened to be a large herd of 
pigs feeding on the hillside nearby, and 
the demons begged him to let them 
enter into the pigs. 
 
So Jesus gave them permission. 33 Then 
the demons came out of the man and 
entered the pigs, and the entire herd 

plunged down the steep hillside into 
the lake and drowned. 
 
34 When the herdsmen saw it, they fled 
to the nearby town and the surround-
ing countryside, spreading the news as 
they ran. 35 People rushed out to see 
what had happened. A crowd soon 
gathered around Jesus, and they saw 
the man who had been freed from the 
demons. He was sitting at Jesus’ feet, 
fully clothed and perfectly sane, and 
they were all afraid. 36 Then those who 
had seen what happened told the 
others how the demon-possessed man 
had been healed. 37 And all the people 
in the region of the Gerasenes begged 
Jesus to go away and leave them 
alone, for a great wave of fear swept 
over them. 
 
So Jesus returned to the boat and left, 
crossing back to the other side of the 
lake. 38 The man who had been freed 
from the demons begged to go with 
him. But Jesus sent him home, saying, 
39 “No, go back to your family, and tell 
them everything God has done for 
you.” So he went all through the town 
proclaiming the great things Jesus had 
done for him.  


