
Application 
 

What preparations do you need to make to allow for the full and com-

plete reign of God in your life?  

 

 

 

 
Prayer 

 

Write out a prayer to God in regards to what it means to prepare the 

way for the Lord in your life... 
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Passage Study Guide 
 
This week we will be studying two passages recorded in the synoptic 
Gospels including John the Baptist Preparing the Way and His Messian-
ic Preaching. We have included the pertinent Scripture passages for 
you to read and study. We have also provided a series of exercises and 
follow-up questions for you to consider as you study this week. 
  

Study Exercises 
 

1. What’s the Same? 

Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look 
for what’s the same in each of the Gospel accounts. When you identify 
something that is found in all of the accounts underline them. 
 

2. What’s Different? 
Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look 
for what’s different in each of the Gospel accounts. When you identify 
something that is different go ahead and underline them in a different 
color. 
 

3. What’s Unique? 
Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look 
for what’s unique to each of the Gospel accounts (if applicable). When 
you identify something that is unique go ahead and highlight them. 
 

4. What concepts or Ideas are discussed? 
Make a list of the concepts or ideas that are discussed by the Gospel 
writers in regards to this passage. 
 
 
 
 



5. Definitions  
What do you think the author means when they reference each of the 
following concepts or ideas from this passage? 
 
 Baptism by Water (John’s Baptism) 

 
 

 Baptism by the Holy Spirit (Jesus’ Baptism) 
 
 

 Chaff 
 
 

 Good News 
 
 

 Forgiveness 
 
 

 Kingdom of Heaven 
 
 

 Messiah 
 
 

 Pharisees 
 
 

 Never Ending Fire 
 
 

 Repentance 
 
 

 Sin 
 
 

 Turning to God 
 
 

 Wheat 

John’s Messianic Preaching 

Luke 3:15-18 
 

15 Everyone was expecting the 
Messiah to come soon, and they 
were eager to know whether John 
might be the Messiah. 16 John an-
swered their questions by saying, 
“I baptize you with water; but 
someone is coming soon who is 
greater than I am—so much great-
er that I’m not even worthy to be 
his slave and untie the straps of 
his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
17 He is ready to separate the chaff 
from the wheat with his winnow-
ing fork. Then he will clean up the 
threshing area, gathering the 
wheat into his barn but burning 
the chaff with never-ending fire.” 
18 John used many such warnings 
as he announced the Good News 
to the people.  

John 1:24-28 
 

24 Then the Pharisees who had 
been sent 25 asked him, “If you 
aren’t the Messiah or Elijah or the 
Prophet, what right do you have 
to baptize?” 
26 John told them, “I baptize with 
water, but right here in the crowd 
is someone you do not recognize. 
27 Though his ministry follows 
mine, I’m not even worthy to be 
his slave and untie the straps of 
his sandal.” 
28 This encounter took place in 

Bethany, an area east of the Jor-

dan River, where John was baptiz-

ing.  



John’s Messianic Preaching 

Matthew 3:11-12 
 

11 “I baptize with water those who 
repent of their sins and turn to 

God. But someone is coming soon 
who is greater than I am—so 

much greater that I’m not worthy 
even to be his slave and carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 He 

is ready to separate the chaff from 
the wheat with his winnowing 
fork. Then he will clean up the 
threshing area, gathering the 

wheat into his barn but burning 
the chaff with never-ending fire.”  

Mark 1:7-8 
 

7 John announced: “Someone is 
coming soon who is greater than I 
am—so much greater that I’m not 
even worthy to stoop down like a 
slave and untie the straps of his 
sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, 
but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Review Cross Reference  
Each of the Gospel writers include a reference to the following passage 
found in Isaiah 40:3-5. Read the passage below: 
 
3 Listen! It’s the voice of someone shouting, 
“Clear the way through the wilderness 
   for the Lord! 
Make a straight highway through the wasteland 
   for our God! 
4 Fill in the valleys, 
   and level the mountains and hills. 
Straighten the curves, 
   and smooth out the rough places. 
5 Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
   and all people will see it together. 
   The Lord has spoken!” 

 

 

 

7. Reflection 

In light of your understanding of slavery, reflect on the following state-

ment: “But someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so 

much greater that I’m not worthy even to be his slave and carry his 

sandals.”  

 



Matthew 3:1-6 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
 
In those days John the Baptist 
came to the Judean wilderness 
and began preaching. His message 
was, 2 “Repent of your sins and 
turn to God, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is near.” 3 The prophet 
Isaiah was speaking about John 
when he said, 

“He is a voice shouting in the wil-
derness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s 
coming! 
Clear the road for him!’ ” 

4 John’s clothes were woven from 
coarse camel hair, and he wore a 
leather belt around his waist. For 
food he ate locusts and wild hon-
ey. 5 People from Jerusalem and 
from all of Judea and all over the 
Jordan Valley went out to see and 
hear John. 6 And when they con-
fessed their sins, he baptized 
them in the Jordan River.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 1:1-6 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
 
This is the Good News about Jesus 
the Messiah, the Son of God. It 
began 2 just as the prophet Isaiah 
had written: 

“Look, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you, 
and he will prepare your way. 
3 He is a voice shouting in the wil-
derness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s 
coming! 
Clear the road for him!’ ” 

4 This messenger was John the 
Baptist. He was in the wilderness 
and preached that people should 
be baptized to show that they had 
repented of their sins and turned 
to God to be forgiven. 5 All of Ju-
dea, including all the people of 
Jerusalem, went out to see and 
hear John. And when they con-
fessed their sins, he baptized 
them in the Jordan River. 6 His 
clothes were woven from coarse 
camel hair, and he wore a leather 
belt around his waist. For food he 
ate locusts and wild honey.  

 
 
 
 
 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

Luke 3:1-6 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
 
It was now the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Tiberius, the Roman 
emperor. Pontius Pilate was gover-
nor over Judea; Herod Antipas was 
ruler over Galilee; his brother Phil-
ip was ruler over Iturea and Traco-
nitis; Lysanias was ruler over Abi-
lene. 2 Annas and Caiaphas were 
the high priests. At this time a 
message from God came to John 
son of Zechariah, who was living in 
the wilderness. 3 Then John went 
from place to place on both sides 
of the Jordan River, preaching that 
people should be baptized to show 
that they had repented of their 
sins and turned to God to be for-
given. 4 Isaiah had spoken of John 
when he said, 

“He is a voice shouting in the wil-
derness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s 
coming! 
Clear the road for him! 
5 The valleys will be filled, 
and the mountains and hills made 
level. 
The curves will be straightened, 
and the rough places made 
smooth. 
6 And then all people will see 
the salvation sent from God.’ ”  

 

John 1:19-23 

The Testimony of John the Baptist 
 
19 This was John’s testimony when 
the Jewish leaders sent priests and 
Temple assistants from Jerusalem 
to ask John, “Who are you?” 20 He 
came right out and said, “I am not 
the Messiah.” 
21 “Well then, who are you?” they 
asked. “Are you Elijah?” 
“No,” he replied. 
“Are you the Prophet we are ex-
pecting?” 
“No.” 
22 “Then who are you? We need an 
answer for those who sent us. 
What do you have to say about 
yourself?” 
23 John replied in the words of the 
prophet Isaiah: 

“I am a voice shouting in the wil-
derness, 
‘Clear the way for the Lord’s com-

ing!’ ”   

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 


