
Application 
 

What practical things can you do to make more room for the same 

kind of people that Jesus chose to befriend?  

 

 

 
Prayer 

 

Write out a prayer to God in response to what God has been showing 

you through this passage of Scripture? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Tweetable Tweet 

The religious leaders were the only peo-

ple in Scripture that Jesus wanted to 

make clear that he wasn’t one of. 
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Passage Study Guide 
 
This week we will be studying the calling of Levi or Matthew as record-
ed in the synoptic Gospels. We have included the pertinent Scripture 
passages for you to read and study. We have also provided a series of 
exercises and follow-up questions for you to consider as you study this 
week. 
  

Study Exercises 
 

1. What’s the Same? 

Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look 
for what’s the same in each of the Gospel accounts. When you identify 
something that is found in all of the accounts underline them. 
 

2. What’s Different? 
Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look 
for what’s different in each of the Gospel accounts. When you identify 
something that is different go ahead and underline them in a different 
color. 
 

3. What’s Unique? 
Spend time reading the passages from each of the Gospels. Then look 
for what’s unique to each of the Gospel accounts (if applicable). When 
you identify something that is unique go ahead and highlight them. 
 

4. What concepts or Ideas are discussed? 
Make a list of the concepts or ideas that are discussed by the Gospel 
writers in regards to this passage. 
 
 
 
 



5. Definitions  
What do you think the author means when they reference each of the 
following concepts or ideas from this passage? 
 
 Tax collector 
 

 Pharisees  
 

 Disciple  
 

 Disreputable sinner  
 

 Teacher of the law  
 

 Scum 
 
 Healthy people 
 
 Sick People 
 

6. Consider this...  
Who really needs to hear the truth in love? Who did Jesus speak the 
truth in love to?  The Pharisees and religious  leaders!  We traditionally 
think that it is “sinners’ in the  world that we need to be speaking the 
truth in love to. What implications could this have for you? 

 

7. Reflection 

How often do you make decisions to not associate with people, be-
cause of your fear of being labeled or your fear of being infected with 
something? What needs to change in my life, so that I prioritize spend-
ing time with “people who need a doctor?”  
 

 

 

Matthew 9:9-13 
9 As Jesus was walking along, he 
saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at his tax collector’s booth. 
“Follow me and be my disciple,” 
Jesus said to him. So Matthew got 
up and followed him.10 Later, 
Matthew invited Jesus and his 
disciples to his home as dinner 
guests, along with many tax col-
lectors and other disreputable 
sinners. 11 But when the Pharisees 
saw this, they asked his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with 
such scum?” 
12 When Jesus heard this, he said, 
“Healthy people don’t need a doc-
tor—sick people do.” 13 Then he 
added, “Now go and learn the 
meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want 
you to show mercy, not offer sac-
rifices.’ For I have come to call not 
those who think they are right-
eous, but those who know they 
are sinners.”  

 

Mark 2:13-17 
13 Then Jesus went out to the 
lakeshore again and taught the 
crowds that were coming to him. 
14 As he walked along, he saw Levi 
son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me and 
be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. 
So Levi got up and followed 
him.15 Later, Levi invited Jesus and 
his disciples to his home as dinner 
guests, along with many tax col-
lectors and other disreputable 

sinners. (There were many people 
of this kind among Jesus’ follow-
ers.) 16 But when the teachers of 
religious law who were Pharisees 
saw him eating with tax collectors 
and other sinners, they asked his 
disciples, “Why does he eat with 
such scum?” 
17 When Jesus heard this, he told 
them, “Healthy people don’t need 
a doctor—sick people do. I have 
come to call not those who think 
they are righteous, but those who 
know they are sinners.  

 

Luke 5:27-32 
27 Later, as Jesus left the town, he 
saw a tax collector named Levi 
sitting at his tax collector’s booth. 
“Follow me and be my disciple,” 
Jesus said to him. 28 So Levi got 
up, left everything, and followed 
him. 

29 Later, Levi held a banquet 
in his home with Jesus as the 
guest of honor. Many of Levi’s 
fellow tax collectors and other 
guests also ate with them. 30 But 
the Pharisees and their teachers 
of religious law complained bitter-
ly to Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you 
eat and drink with such scum?” 

31 Jesus answered them, 
“Healthy people don’t need a doc-
tor—sick people do. 32 I have 
come to call not those who think 
they are righteous, but those who 
know they are sinners and need 
to repent.” 

Jesus Calls Matthew 


